
Hello Team,

In an effort to continually improve my communication I will be sending out my periodic 
updates in a new format.  The digital version of this update will be web enabled, meaning 
you can click on the links to go to the correlating websites.

It is hard to believe that the year is drawing to a close already and that the holiday season 
is underway. I truly hope the next few days bring you rest, joy with friends & family and 
peace as we take a break from normal life & celebrate the important things in life! 

UPDATES & REMINDERS:

1) 5th Block on Friday is Cancelled: All after school activities will be cancelled on 
Friday, including 5th block classes. Please encourage all students to go home on the 
regular buses. Go home and enjoy an early start to the break.

2) Holiday Stress for Students: Just a reminder that the holiday season is not always 
a happy time for many of our students, especially those coming from families 
struggling with poverty.  Please be aware of the impact the stress can have on our 
students. Statistically we see an increase in referrals and behavior incidents this time 
of year.

3) Updating Infinite Campus: As we move toward an ever increasing effort to 
support interventions for every student who is not finding success, the quality of 
what we put into Infinite Campus will become increasingly more important.  Please 
do your best to keep your IC grade books up to date.

4) Gradebook Visibility: In January, all teachers will have access to all students 
grades and behavior.  Please use this information professionally.

5) Exam Week Schedule: Tuesday (January 24th) is a half day for students as all 
11th graders will be taking the ELA exam in the afternoon.  Friday (January  27th) is a 
full day release for students to accommodate the Global Exam.

6) Exam Week Teaching: As many of our neediest learners will be out of the 
classroom retaking exams, please do not use this time for mid term exams as you will 
not have all students in your classroom.

7) PLT Status & Presentations:  Just a reminder that all PLT’s need to have two 
completed CFA cycles (development, administration & analysis) completed and given 
to your administrator by the time you leave for Christmas break. Presentations to the 
admin team will be during exam week.

8) SQR Committees: Instructional leaders, please let me know who will represent 
your departments on the Differentiation Committee and the Response to Failure 
Committee.

9) Exam Review Session: Every student scheduled for an exam has received a letter 
home with the review class schedule and exam dates.

Happy Holidays, Jason Gianotti
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TIPS FOR “TEACHING WITH 
POVERTY IN MIND” (BY JENSEN)

The Research: Current research indicates that 
we are hardwired with only 6 emotions: sadness, joy, 
disgust, anger, surprise & fear.  All other emotions 
must be taught.  Students from poverty are far less 
likely to have parents who teach these emotions... 
these include humility, empathy, optimism, patience, 
shame, gratitude & cooperation.

The Tip: When a student is not patient in class or 
fails to cooperate, step back and consider that you 
might be the first person to help teach them these 
skills and emotions. 
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DIFFERENTIATION IDEA:
Leveraging Independent Work Time: 
During a writing prompt, meet with small 
homogenous groups of writers who struggled with 
similar parts of the rubric on a previous writing 
activity.  This could be done during any portion of a 
lesson where students are working independently.  

Changing the World in 10 Minutes a Day:  
If you met with one group of 5 similar scholars 
each period for 5-10 minutes while others worked 
independently, you would differentiate for each 
learner about 5 times per quarter!

INTERESTING BLOG POSTS:
•The January 2012 Exam Schedule

•Different Types of Questions (Harvard Research)

•Hockey Highlights (Storm Game)

•JV Boys Basketball Highlights (vs. Olympia)

•Question of the Week # 11 (Favorite Book?)

•Hairspray Auditions (Video)

•Teaching With Poverty in Mind (Book Summary)

• Is Your Instruction Smart Phone Friendly? 

•SQR Road Map (Graphic Organizer)

The Music Department: Brian King, 
Kathy Dyer & Linda Marino did an 
absolutely fantastic job preparing our 
students for the Holiday Concerts.  
Monday the various bands preformed with 
excellence and sounded amazing.  Tuesday 
the singers were sensational.  If you 
weren’t able to make it, you really missed 
out on two incredible evenings showcasing 
incredible Trojan Talent. Well done 
musicians! (Videos to come.)

TECHNOLOGY TIPS:Clickers: Do you want to be able to use “Clicker” technology, but don’t have a set of clickers?  Check out these websites for free resources on how to turn students phones into instructional tools in your classroom:
www.polleverywhere.com

www.polldaddy.com
Surveys: Here are a few more web sites that have great survey resources you can use in class to engage students in learning: 

www.profilerpro.com
www.surveymonkey.com

www.zoomerang.com
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