
BRIGHT SPOT SPOTLIGHT

TEACHING W/ POVERTY IN MIND 
Fact from the Research: 

• Students living in poverty lack the coping skills 
and strategies to relieve the stress in their lives 
as compared to their more affluent counterparts 
(Evans, 2004). 

What We Can Do: Choose to Empower Students!
• Introduce conflict resolution skills in class
• Teach a multi-step process for handling 

disappointment (ie. breathe deep, count to 5)
• Introduce responsibility and restitution
• Teach students goal setting
• Role-modeling real world problem solving
• Give a weekly life problem to solve collectively 
• Allow activity throughout class (Jensen, pg.29-30)

DIFFERENTIATION IDEA:
Differentiating Using Bloom’s Taxonomy: 
Check out this incredible resource on 
differentiation put together by Mr. Bruner.  
Click on the link above, (or visit the blog) to 
download the file.  In this PowerPoint you 
will find 10-15 different activities and 
strategies to differentiate your instruction at 
each level of Blooms Taxonomy. That’s over 
80 different ideas for how you can 
differentiate instruction in a strategic way in 
your class.

INTERESTING BLOG POSTS:
• Instructional BrightSpot: Mr. Gangarossa shares 

his Unit Cover Sheets, a simple strategy he uses 
to let students know every learning objective 
for every lesson at the beginning of each unit.

• 5 Things to do to Meet the CCLS: A few steps 
to take to prepare for the Common Core.

• Lessons from a Public School Turnaround: A 
great video by Edutopia on Cochrane Academy 
and the changes they implemented to address 
changing demographics.

• Interdisciplinary Projects: Interesting ideas from 
High Tech High in San Diego.

TECHNOLOGY TIPS:

~ Using Technology to Reteach ~

Jeff Henley is the new District SS Director.  

On his blog he recently had a fascinating 

post about a Greece Teacher (Bill Colleli) 

who is using his website to allow students to 

be “re-taught” when they struggle to achieve 

mastery. Bill sends the student a link and 

they are able to relearn by hearing Mr. 

Colleli’s recorded voice.  He used free 

programs like Windows Movie Maker and 

Audacity.  Pretty cool... click here to check 

out the post and learn more.

Trojan Pride - Staff Update
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Between Linda Marino and Brian King, we 
had 6 students play solos for adjudicators 
last weekend in Rush-Henrietta.  Each 
student had to prepare all major scales 
(15), an individual solo and perform a short 
piece of music they had never seen before 
(sight reading).  The solos are ranked by 
difficulty with Level I being the easiest and 
Level VI being the hardest.  The scales and 
the sight reading reflect the level of difficulty 
of the solo as well.  The following students 
earned notable distinctions:

Francesca Niven – Cello, Level 5, 98, A+
Olivia Dorschel - Clarinet, Level 5, 90, A-

Erika Haas - Alto Sax, Level 6, 97, A+
Nick Lucarelli - Trumpet, Level 6, 99, A+

Frank Messina - Horn, Level 6, 97, A+
Rachel Wallmann-Marimba, Level 6, 98, A+

It is hard to beleive we are now half way through the year... but here we are.  Daily I am 
impressed by the fortitude and character of our staff. We are facing significant changes, 
turmoil and challenges, and yet, each day you rise to the occasion and change the future.  I 
am proud to be a Trojan!  

1) Tuesday is a Focus Meeting: Join us at 2 pm in the cafeteria.

2) Writing Committee Update: Your Instructional Leaders will be sharing the 
proposal from the Writing Committee.  Click here to view the statements and 
definitions that we are proposing.  These will eventually be posters in every classroom.

3) Differentiation Committee Update:  We are currently gathering resources 
and samples of great differentiated lessons or activities.  These will all be posted on 
the blog and presented at future meetings.  Click here to view what we have gathered 
so far.

4) Response to Intervention Committee Update: This committee met for the 
first time and is discussing systematic strategies both in class and pertaining to the 
master schedule to help ensure that the consequence of failing to learn is always that 
students are forced to learn the material in a timely, guaranteed way. 

5) Fire Lane Parking: Make sure you are not parking on the North SIde of the APAC.  
The police will be cracking down on this by ticketing and towing cars. 

6) Exam Proctoring: If you proctored a Regents Exam, make sure you sign the 
proctor sheet in the Main Office or Jackie’s office.

7) Curriculum Maps: Just a reminder that we are all working on team curriculum 
maps.  Your Instructional Leader will share the specifics with you.  If your team does 
not already have one, please complete it during a department meeting and email them 
to me by February17th. Click here for sample templates!

8) Copies & Packets:  As you all know, we are in a budget crisis. Please be mindful of 
how we use copies and ink. If a ticket out the door can be done on student paper 
rather than copied paper we can save a lot of money over the course of the year.  If 
you have to copy a packet, ensure that they are essential and that you are maximizing 
the learning per page.

9) School Consolidations: As you all know, the Board voted unanimously to close 3 
schools.  We will likely see an increase in our population as a result.  Stop by if you 
have any specific questions.

10)Sub Folder: If you have changes in your courses or class lists please update your 
sub folders in the main office.

11)Nova Net: This is a great program to help students recover credit.  If you have a 
student you would like to have use Nova Net to recover credit from either quarter 1 
or 2 (or both), please see the Support Room.  Do not sign them up yourself.  We are 
trying to streamline this process to ensure efficiency.

Forward Together, Jason
“A good teacher makes you think... 

even when you don’t want to!”

~ Fisher (2004) ~
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