
Hello Team,

I continue to find Athena an energizing and exciting place to invest in the future.  The work 
you do each and every day is so incredibly valuable.  As we head towards mid terms and 
the January Regent’s Week you might find yourself getting overwhelmed, discouraged or 
frustrated with certain students.  If that happens, don’t loose sight of the fact that you are 
engaged in perhaps the most important work in our society.  Although as educators we 
sometimes find ourselves on the critical end of public debate and government demands, we 
are truly shaping the future. It is a lot easier to demand change then it is to shape lives.  I 
am proud of the work each and everyone of you is doing each day.

1) Writing Committee Update: The writing committee is currently work on 
developing a common vocabulary and framework for writing an academic paragraph.  
They will be presenting to the entire staff at our next Focus Meeting on January 31st.  
So far we have the following and would welcome feedback on the blog:

Proposed Common Framework:
■ Every claim must be supported with evidence
■ Every evidence must be supported with details and analysis

Proposed Common Vocabulary:
■ Claim
■ Support
■ Evidence
■ Details/Explanation
■ Analysis

If you have suggestions or input please visit the blog and click on “Writing”.  Then leave 
comments or thoughts at the bottom of the page.

2) Differentiation Committee Update:  This committee will meet for the first time 
on Wednesday after school.  We will be looking over the “tips” shared by each of you 
following the last Focus Meeting.  We will be working to compile a “Toolkit” of 
practical differentiation strategies, activities and techniques to be shared at future staff 
meetings and stored on the blog.  Join us if you are interested.

3) Frequent Truancy Assistance: If a student is regularly missing your class and not 
missing the entire day please let your administrator know.  We have a good system 
for addressing full absents, however we are finding that some kids are selectively 
skipping classes. We do not have any efficient way of catching these.  Let us know if a 
student is missing just your class on a regular basis.

4) Tuesday Meeting is PLT Time: Please use this time to prepare for your mid-year 
presentations regarding your CFA work so far this year.

5) “Do Schools Kill Creativity?”: Click this link to view the entire YouTube video 
from Ken Robinson. This is the video the drawing that was placed in your mailboxes 
was based upon.

Forward Together, Jason Gianotti
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TEACHING W/ POVERTY IN MIND 
Quote from the Book: “You can’t change what’s 
in your students’ bank account, but you can change 
what’s in there emotional account.”

Specific Strategies: Jensen offers numerous 
suggestions for how to help build students emotional 
skill set.  For each of the following, the book offers 
4-5 practical suggestions (pg. 21):

1. Embody Respect - many students have never 
experienced it and need you to show it

2. Embed Social Skills - many lack social and 
emotional skills that we take for granted.

3. Be Inclusive - Use “we”, “us” and “our” when 
discussion your class rather they “you” or “I”.
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DIFFERENTIATION IDEA:
The Interactive Rubric: Consider developing 
a rubric that forces students to think through 
their own individual next steps.  Students keep 
these rubrics in their writing portfolios and 
reference them prior to the next time they write 
a paragraph or essay for specific and timely 
feedback.

Check out a Video: By breaking down the 
rubric in to a clear and simple chart, Ms. Secker is 
able to give targeted and differentiated feedback.  
Click here or visit http://vimeo.com/24099124.

INTERESTING BLOG POSTS:
•  WatchKnowLearn - Great educational video site 
(see above) with over 20,000 videos catalogued 
by specific courses and units.

•  Writing Tip: Types of Details - A great resource 
found by Diane that can help students identify and 
use a wide range of type of evidence and details.

•  Writing Strategy Guide: This is an incredible 
resource by www.ttms.org with lots of strategies 
and graphic organizers to help teach writing.

•  Regents Review Session Schedule:  Click for info.

•  Focus Prezi: The prezi from last staff meeting.

The Trojan Track Team: Last 
weekend Brian Smith broke the Section V 
record for the 300m dash with a time of 
34.64 seconds. He is currently ranked 1st 
in the state and 3rd in the nation.  
Additionally, at the same meet 3  relay 
teams broke school records, including the 
boys 4x200m & 4x800m as well as the 
girls 4x800m. The coaches have been 
doing phenomenal job of coaching. 
Congratulations to  Mr. Scott, Mr. Train & 
Mr. Bunting!

TECHNOLOGY TIPS:Check out www.watchknowlearn.org

This is an incredible website for every teacher wishing to integrate short video clips into their instruction. It is a collection of over 20,000 educational videos categorized into 3,000 categories. These videos are very high quality and come from a wide range of sources including National Geographic, Discovery, Hulu, and many more. Videos pertaining to your current unit are easy to find and each is summarized for you.  

“Our task is not to fix the blame for the past, but to fix the course for the future.”
~John F. Kennedy~
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