
BRIGHT SPOT SPOTLIGHT

TEACHING W/ POVERTY IN MIND 
Living with Poverty Fact: Poverty typically has the 
following (E.A.C.H) effects on students:

• E - Emotional & social challenges 
• A - Acute & chronic stressors
• C - Cognitive lags
• H - Health & safety issues
What We Can Do

• Deepen our understandings of the challenges our 
students face (join the book club or ask Jason for a 
copy! More are on order!). 

• Change our mindset from pity to empathy
• Emphasize teaching social skills (see Jensen, pg.11)

DIFFERENTIATION IDEA:
Interactive Stations: This lesson idea comes from  
NYC teacher Daniel Wallace.  He puts a new and 
engaging spin on the traditional idea of station 
learning. Daniel prepares his students to write 
analytically by allowing them to progress through 
three learning activities that force the students to 
interact with the content in in a wide range of 
ways.  This lesson is captured by the Teaching 
Channel and the website includes a lot of 
downloadable resources to help you plan similar 
lessons for your students.  Click here to view the 
video and learn more.

INTERESTING BLOG POSTS:
• Our Current Reality - This post has the link to 

the prezi presentation shown at the last Focus 
Meeting. This presentation has the first 
semester walk through data and focus areas for 
future walkthroughs.

• Pep Rally Video - Highlights from a great event!

• Cheerleading Full Routine Video - Check out 
the entire cheer routine from the Pep Rally.

• Differentiating Across Bloom - Tim Bruner 
shares a fantastic resource on differentiating 
through the various levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

TECHNOLOGY TIPS:

Check out the Jelly Cam!

The JellyCam website (click here) is a resource 

that allows you and your students to make 

“Stop-Motion” films using a webcam or a bunch 

of photos.  There are no fancy or complicated 

features.  The website is simple and any student 

could easily figure it out.  It would make for a 

great & creative way for students to 

demonstrate their knowledge on your next 

project assignment. Click here for more info. 
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Researcher Visits AP Stats Class: Mrs. 
Magin recently had a guest speaker in her AP 
Stats class. His name was Joshua Horn and he is 
a 4th year PHD student at the U of R studying 
Biophysics and Biochemistry.  Mr. Horn brought 
along a great slide show of his research and did 
a great job of relating his work to the statistics 
the students do in class. 
Mr. Horn is currently running simulations on 
bacteria molecules.   He   is studying how they 
react to different stimuli.  Others in his lab run 
simulations of the same molecule but are 
studying different aspects, how they grow, how 
they use cholesterol, etc. Every Monday the 
researchers get together and share the aspects 
of this research and in this way contribute to 
the research of the others.   Each new piece of 
information adds to a particular researcher's 
understanding of the molecule and they often 
tweak their simulations. Mrs. Magin shared that 
this reminded her of the “Snowball Technique” 
video that she watched on the blog during the 
Differentiation professional development 
activity from January.  

Hello Team! By the time you read this the Super Bowl will be over and we will be 
charging through the second semester.  Kudos this week to Amy, John and all the Student 
Leaders for a fantastic Spirit Week and an incredible Pep Rally! Here are some salient 
points of interest you should be aware of this week.

1) Tuesdays Meeting - This week we are meeting with our PLC Teams to begin 
development of the next CFA. (Remember to focus on writing or differentiation!)

2) Curriculum Maps: All PLC Teams need to complete a one page Curriculum Map 
and email them to me prior to leaving for February break. (Click here for templates!)

3) Committee Updates - The SQR/QIP committees continue to meet.  Click here 
to view the names of people on each committee and learn about the roles of each.

4) Light Up Athena - The Middle School & High School PTSA are looking to unite 
the various groups and clubs around Athena to raise money for and build an electronic 
sign out front to replace the current one.  See me to help “Light Up Athena”.

5) Writing Activities on the Blog - As we all seek to unite our efforts to help 
students become masterful writers, you might want to peruse the Common Writing 
Framework activities that have been shared by other PLC Team.  They are now posted 
on the blog...  click here to view them.

6) District & Building Goals - As you all know, the new superintendent has set 
goals for herself, the board, the district and each school.  These goals are public and 
available on the district website (click here). We will continue to discuss and track 
them as a building.  Among the metrics by which we will be measured are 9th grade 
credit accrual rates (6.5 or more after 9th grade), Int. Algebra passing rates at 80%, 
grade level credit accrual and various other college readiness expectations.

7) No Field Trips or Subs for Conference Days - Please do not request any 
more field trips or conferences that occur during the school day.   

8) Schedule Flexibility Options for Next Year - If you are interested in 
arriving later in the morning and working until the end of 5th block or beyond, please 
see me or Susan Fix.  We are looking for more ways to flex our schedule so that we 
can get more options for academic interventions.

9) District Employee Survey - You received an email from the District requesting 
your input... it will only take 10 minutes.  Click here to share your opinions.

10)June Regents Exam Schedule - The June exam schedule was posted by 
NYSED this weekend.  Click here to download a PDF version of it.  Jackie will be 
emailing out an Athena version with the start times in the next few months.

11)Credit Recovery - As we continue to seek to ensure that the consequence of not 
learning is learning... we are open to ideas for credit recovery.  Please see Jackie or 
myself if you have ideas or proposals.

Forward Together, Jason

(see Jensen, pg.7)

“There isn’t a person anywhere who isn’t 

capable of doing more than he thinks he can”

~ Henry Ford ~
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