
Curriculum Map -- Definitions   
Enduring 

Understandings Essential Questions  Content  Skills Assessment Activities 

Enduring Understandings 
are the “big ideas” that 
give meaning and 
importance to facts.  
They can be transferred 
to other topics, 
disciplines and areas of 
life.   
 
They withstand the test 
of time and are 
sometimes referred to as 
generalizations. 
 
Examples- 
A person’s life 
experiences shape their 
values and beliefs. 
 
The art of an historical 
period is often a 
response to ideas, issues 
or themes present in the 
larger society. 
 
 

Concept 
 
A concept is an 
organizing idea, such as 
symmetry, conflict, force, 
or needs.  Concepts are 
timeless, universal, 
abstract, broad, and 
represented by one or 
two words. 
 
Examples: 
system, time,  value 
 

Essential Questions focus 
a broad topic of study 
(think of them as “mental 
Velcro” – they give 
students a place to stick 
what they learn).  They 
move beyond “fact-
gathering”.   
 
Essential Questions 
challenge students to 
solve problems, 
synthesize information, 
and ask questions.  They 
should motivate students 
to want to learn more. 

 
Essential Questions 
typically have multiple 
answers and multiple 
aspects.  They address 
“why” or “how” rather than 
only “what”.  They focus 
on the application of 
knowledge rather than the 
acquisition of it.  
 
Examples: 
What factors shape our 
values and beliefs? 
In what ways does art 
shape and reflect culture? 
How do governments 
balance the rights of 
individuals with the 
common good? 
What is healthful living? 
How are form and function 
related in biology? 

Content is the 
essential concepts 
and topics covered 
during a month.  
They are also the 
content addressed 
within the essential 
questions.   

 
Content is written 
beginning with a 
noun. 
 
Examples:  Cultural 
diversity, water 
cycle, Hamlet, local 
government 
systems, bicycle 
safety. 

Skills are key abilities 
and processes 
students will develop 
related to specific 
content.  They are not 
written as objectives 
(e.g., “student will…) 
but rather as 
statements. 

 
Skills are written 
beginning with a verb. 
 
Examples:  reading a 
map, writing a play, 
analyzing non-fiction 
text, and writing 
persuasive essays, 
matching words and 
pictures. 

Assessments are the 
products or performances 
that demonstrate student 
learning.  They focus on 
what students know and 
can do.  They demonstrate 
student understanding of 
the essential questions.   
Assessment goes beyond 
traditional tests, quizzes, 
and homework (these are 
important but should not 
be the only forms of 
assessment).   

 
Each content – skill strand 
on a curriculum map 
should have a 
corresponding assessment 
(note: one assessment tool 
may address more than 
one concept-skill strand.) 

 
Assessment is what the 
student does (the actual 
product or performance), 
not the evaluation tool 
used to assess the product 
(e.g., assessment is a 
group presentation, not the 
rubric used to assess the 
presentation). 
 
Examples: web page, 
bicycle safety brochure, 
research paper, puppet 
show, board game, 
PowerPoint presentation 

Key activities lead to the 
acquisition of 
knowledge and skills 
listed on a map.  
Include a representative 
sample of the types of 
learning that happens 
during the month. 
Activities describe the 
"how" for the knowledge 
and skills.  They build 
the skills for 
assessment.  Activities 
may be components of 
a long-term 
assessment. 

 
Examples: writing 
persuasive essays to 
local government, water 
analysis of local pond, 
group presentations, 
ASL translation of 
selected scenes of 
Hamlet, design and 
print brochure for spring 
play, creation of states 
quilt, debate, interview 
with deaf professionals, 
resume writing 
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