
BRIGHT SPOT SPOTLIGHT

TEACHING W/ POVERTY IN MIND 
Living with Poverty Tweet: “High performing, high 
poverty schools build deep teacher collaboration that 
focuses on student learning into the culture of the 
school. “ Tweeted by @nsloan1 (Nancy Sloan) 

Action Steps: One way to help students in poverty 
focus on academics rather than conflict  is to alter 
the learning environment. Here are a few ideas:
• Reduce HW stress when possible with class time 

and partner learning
• Use cooperative structures to make learning 

more interactive
• Incorporate kinesthetic arts into the classroom

DIFFERENTIATION IDEAS:
Leveled Groupings: Try differentiating your 
instruction by allowing students to work in 
leveled groups on cooperative learning 
activities.  If students work in small groups on 
engaging activities, the teacher can meet 
individually with students of similar skill levels to 
differentiate feedback and instruction in short 
segments of the lesson.

The Teaching Channel has a video that explains 
this idea in more depth.  Click here to view this 
video. It is an elementary class, but the strategy 
can apply to high school just as well.

RECENT ATHENA BLOG POSTS:
• Upcoming Regents Exam Week Schedules

• Three Ways to Differentiate in Your Classroom

• 30 Ideas for Teaching Writing from the National 
Writing Project

• Recent Tweets on Educational Resources

• Teacher Tip Video: Cards in the Classroom

• Girl’s Bball Highlight Video (Sectional Champs)

• Musical Informational Flyer: Hairspray

• Classroom Video: Lesson on Making Meaning

TECHNOLOGY TIP:

www.appitic.com

The APPitic website was recently highlighted 

in the Tech & Learning magazine as the to 

website for educational apps.  It includes more 

than 1300 reviews by Apple Distinguished 

Educators. Current research indicates that over 

50% of students have smart phones.  This 

website will connect you with resources to 

share with your students that will leverage 

these tools as study devices at home.
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Sports Highlights : We had an 
incredible winter sports season with 
numerous teams and individuals winning 
Sectional and State Championships 

• Boys Bowling - State Champions 
and Section V Champions

• Indoor Track & Field - Brian  Smith 
is the State Champion in the 300m 
dash and broke the Section V record 
on 3 separate occasions.  Brian is also 
the Section V Champion in  the 55m & 
300m dash.

• Indoor Track & Field - Keith Pease 
placed 3rd at the State Championship 
in the 1600m race.  He is also the  
Sectional Champion in that event.

• Girls Basketball - The Lady Trojans 
are the Section V Champions.

Hello Team! 

There is a lot going on, and at times things probably feel a little crazy around here between 
the State Review, the Common Core and the New Teacher Evaluation all coming our way.  
However, I have to say that I am thrilled to work with such an incredible group of 
professionals.  In spite of the changing landscape in our field and our community, each of you 
continues to grow, learn and embrace the challenges that lay before us.  I cannot imagine a 
better group of educators to be working along side.  Thank you for every thing you do for our 
students.  You are truly making a profound impact in the lives of countless young people.  
Although it seems unbearable at times, you are truly shaping the future and creating a better 
world through your investment here.

1) State Review Update: We continue to focus on the three findings and goals of the 
SQR Process.  Click here to view the QIP Timeline (a breakdown of what we are doing 
to strengthen our practice in each of the three goal areas for the state review.

2) AIT Shifts Focus - AIT, GTA and the Admin Team have decided to shift its focus from 
monitoring and implementing the School Improvement Plan, to focusing in on 
strengthening our culture and climate.  This is due to the fact that the State Review 
process has mandated that QIP also focus on the process of a School Improvement Plan. 
Once we are off the State Review lists,  AIT will shift its focus back to the School 
Improvement Plan process. Click here for a list of members of the various teams.

3) PLC Teams - Your Professional Learning Community Teams should be focused on the 
Common Writing Process or Differentiation in order to align with the QIP process. You 
should have finished implementing at least one CFA (or writing activity) and analyzed the 
data by now. If you have any questions speak with your administrator.

4) Tuesday’s Focus Meeting: Please bring samples of student work from the writing 
activity you worked on this month with your PLC teams.  We will be working in 
interdisciplinary teams to discuss what works and reflect on the process. Please bring 
strong, average and weak student work samples.

5) Calling Home on F’s - If a student is failing your class, please call (and speak with) a 
parent.  Infinite Campus is a great tool, but not all parents use it. 

6) Chronic Absenteeism & Truancy - If a student is missing your class frequently, 
please let the administrator for the grade level know.  IC doesn’t have a way to report 
when one class is missed on a routine basis.  The classroom teacher is the first one to 
see the trend.  Let us help address these issues by sending us a quick email or note.

7) Budget Freeze - As you know we are currently in a budget freeze.  That means there 
is no spending of any money that is not state mandated of already encumbered. This also 
means the following: no subs (except GTA contractual absences), no conferences during 
school day (except ones already approved), no new field trips during school day. If you 
have questions feel free to ask.

8) Teach Like a Champion Books: This is a great book with 49 strategies that master 
teachers implement to help all students achieve success.  It is simple to read and contains 
a DVD of classroom footage. If you are interested in a copy see me.  There are only 4 left.

Forward Together, Jason

“Education is all a matter of 

building bridges.”

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson ~
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