
TROJAN BRIGHT SPOTS

TEACHING W/ POVERTY IN MIND 
Prioritize the Learning Standards: “ “Closer adherence 
to standards improves teacher focus, and that correlates 
with improved teacher quality in low-income schools  

(Desimone,Smith, Hayes & Frisvold, 2005)
Research suggesst that prioritized standards help to:

• Improve opportunities for students in poverty to 
have access to high quality instruction.

• obtain better results for disadvantaged students
• Ensure that students across classes and schools 

receive equitable instruction.
• Focus instruction on teaching methods with 

evidence of success.
• Expose social inequalities.

DIFFERENTIATION IDEAS:
Analytical Writing Stations: Kathy Masters 
recently shared an incredible unit she teachers in 
her ELA class that incorporates differentiated 
instruction, analytical writing and peer feedback.  
Students are broken into groups of 3 or 4 based 
on their skills and abilities.  Each group receives 
poems and graphic organizers of different levels of 
difficulty and proceed to develop analytical written 
responses.

Watch the Video: Click here to view an 
incredible video of Kathy explaining how this 
lesson works and why it is great for students.

RECENT ATHENA BLOG POSTS:
• Teacher Tips: The “Dig-it” Rubric - a video by 

Mr. Scott about teaching analytical writing

• Bouncy Ball Review in Mr. Frisa’s Class

• TED Talk Spotlight: Sara Kay - incredible video 
an incredible teacher, poet and presenter.

• Video Tip: How KIPP Teachers Learn  to Teach 
Critical Thinking Skills - a great take on the 
fishbowl and socratic seminar concepts

• Strategies for Student Centered Discussions - 
great video by the Teaching Channel

• Track & Field Highlight Video - clips from a 
recent meet against Spencerport

Trojan Pride - Forward Together

(Jensen, page 109)

Greece Youth Hall of Fame: Four 
Trojans were inducted on Monday evening.  
This is a huge honor.  Congratulations to 
Jordan Fraizer, Victoria Roman, Patrick 
Salone and Pierre Holmes. 

The Musical: Hairspray concluded last 
weekend and it was an incredible success.  
The cast performed with excellence and 
everyone who attended was thoroughly 
impressed.  Congrats to all the students 
involved.  If you see Kathy Dyer and Brian 
King commend them on an incredible first 
year as directors.  The program is in 
exceptional hands.

Hello Team!  We are now 5 short weeks away from exams and the end of the year.  It is 
hard to believe how fast time has passed this year.  I am excited to work with each of you 
and proud of all we have accomplished so far.  Thank you for all you do every day.  What you 
do matters.  What you do changes everything for our students.  Here are few things to be 
aware of this  week as we head towards the home stretch.

1) Staff Meeting Sign In Sheets: If you need PD hours for the time spent in staff 
meetings documents the attendance sheets are in  the main  office every Tuesday.  To get 
the credit for participation, you must sign in on the Tuesday of each meeting.  This was an 
agreed upon process by the district and GTA. 

2) District Budget Presentation:  Click Here to view the district budget presentation 
PPT. Click here to view the video podcast of the presentation. 

3) June Regents Exam Week Schedule: Click here to view the schedule of exams 
for this June.

4) Differentiation Toolkit: All the resources on differentiation that have been 
presented this year... as well as many more are now available and categorized on the blog 
for easy access and reference.  Strategies are sorted into 6 different categories including; 
assessment, lesson planning, instruction,  writing, feedback and ticket-out-the-door. If you 
have more ideas send them to me. Click here to view the toolkit.

5) Regents Review Sessions: If you are planning on running review sessions for a 
Regents Exam, please send me the dates and times so we can promote these sessions on 
Facebook and Twitter.  We can remind students on their phones shortly before you start.

6) Upcoming Tuesday Meetings: Obviously this is tentative and subject to change, 
but here is the schedule of meetings for the final months of the year.

i. May 8 - Department Meeting

ii. May 15 - PLC Teams - Analyze your final CFA of the year

iii. May 22 - Focus Meeting - 2nd RtI Article and other topics

iv. May 29 - PLC Teams - Time to prepare for year end presentation and/or exams

v. June 5 - Department Meeting - Time to prepare for exam week.

vi. June 12 - Department Meeting - Exam Prep

vii.Exam Week Meeting - sharing info on NewTeacher Evaluation and the CCLS.

7) Teachers of Seniors: If you teach seniors and have not contacted Jackie and I about 
failure concerns, we will assume that you do not have anyone in jeopardy of failing.There 
should be NO surprises.

8) Attendance: If a student is not attending your class, please tell their administrator.  IC 
doesn’t show when a student is skipping just one class.  We need everyones help on this.

9) Communicating with Parents When a Student is Failing: Please ensure that 
there are no surprises for parents or students about passing or failing classes.  Every 
parent should receive a phone call from their child's teacher if the student is failing.  

10)Reflecting on RtI on the Blog: On Tuesday we began a 3 part investigation of what 
the research says about effective RtI systems. If your PLC Team hasn’t posted your 
reflection on the blog, please do so by Friday. Click here to visit the page on the blog 
where you can post your reflection.

Forward Together,  Jason

TECHNOLOGY TIP:

Prezi Presentations

Mrs. Vail, Mrs. Maddock and Mrs. Rounding 

recently allowed me into their classroom to 

video tape an incredible lesson in which they 

had students review critical content by 

summarizing important aspects of the Cold 

War by creating a Prezi presentation. This was 

a great lesson.  Click here to watch the video!

The price of greatness is 

responsibility

~ Winston Churchill ~
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